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It matters how we develop our communities
and even more important, how we preserve
them. Being thoughtful stewards of our historic
town requires a special determination. This
simply could not happen if it were not for the
unconditional sense of community that Genoa
enjoys. With that in mind, I cannot imagine a
better time to send out a note of thanks to you
all, as we welcome in the new year.

With this in mind, your Friends of Genoa
Board has already set in motion their work on
the following 2018 projects: First will be to
assist the Genoa Volunteer Fire Department in
presenting the April 28th Genoa Western
Heritage Day. The event was created in large
part as an alternative to the Genoa Cowboy
Festival. We have every reason to believe that
the scheduled day’s events, followed by a
dinner and concert will be a resounding
success. The other events to follow will be our

An Open Letter
from the
Friends of
Genoa

Friends of Genoa News
Annual Membership Meeting of the Corporation
held during the first week of the month of June, of
which we will provide at least 15 days advance
notice. Shortly thereafter, we will present for your
enjoyment the July 4th Genoa Americana
Celebration that continues to grow in popularity.

Our By-Laws define Membership in the Friends
of Genoa as “Open to all who subscribe a commit-
ment to support, protect, defend and improve the
historicity of the unincorporated town of Genoa,
its roadways, trails, flora, fauna, lawful traditions,
and lore, with a solemn resolve to contribute
human and monetary resources to accomplish
the same.” On a far less formal note, I want to sin-
cerely thank all of you who have supported our
cause and the town. As such, it is our hope that
our existing members will continue to see the
value to sustain their membership. At the same
time, for those of you who have not yet joined we
would encourage you to please consider to do so.

We remain committed to our purpose.
– Dave Whitgob, Committee Chair

If you are interested in helping with any of our
events, we would love to hear from you. You can
easily reach FOG at the email address:
FriendsOfGenoaNV@gmail.com or call 901-3508.
We’d love to have your help and participation.
Donations can be mailed to FOG, PO Box 224,
Genoa, NV 89411. Thank you.

The museum will open in May
and remain open through October

this year. The Douglas County
Historical Society is holding its

annual training for museum
volunteers on two days in April:
Monday, April 9 at 10:00 a.m. and
Tuesday, April 17 at 1:00 p.m. 

Volunteers staff the museum
daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Located in downtown Genoa at
corner of Fifth and Main Streets
at 2304 Main Street.

If you are interested in serving
as a museum volunteer please
contact Cindy Rogers at DCHS by
phone (775) 782-2555.

News Around Town: Courthouse Museum opens
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Featuring music by: 
Sierra Sweethearts, Jon & Betsy Elliott, Tony Argento, Chris Bayer, 

Richard Elloyan & Steve Wade, Larry Maurice & Gary Allegretto.

Featuring — Native American presentations, historic
reenactments, including: Mark Twain, Charley Parkhurst,
Matt Coats and Snowshoe Thompson, with more
celebrities from The VC Living Legends.

And get a taste of a real live Old West shoot-out with the
Cowboy Fast Draw and more!

Barbecue Dinner at the Genoa Fire Station
followed by a concert with The Saddle Cats Western Swing Band & Dave Stamey

Purchase event tickets for $60 at the Pink House. 
(cash or check only)

Sponsored by:

The Daytime Events are FREE!

Family Fun and Children’s Activities

Evening Dinner & Concert — $60

SATURDAY
APRIL 28

2018
10 AM–10 PM
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By Chris Johnson

Greetings from Mormon Station!
Thanks to the unseasonably warm
weather, the park has enjoyed
steady visitation so far this winter.
While the increased visitation has
been great, we certainly hope to
see more snow before spring fully
arrives.  

We are currently in the process
of putting together our
interpretive program schedule for
2018 and we would love to have
your input. Do you have ideas for
programs you would like to see
offered at Mormon Station? Are
there specific topics you feel
would make for great history
talks? Maybe you have ideas for

new children’s activities? If so, we
want to hear from you — email
me (Chris Johnson) at
mormonstation@parks.nv.gov to
share your thoughts and
suggestions! 

You are also more than
welcome to stop by the park and
discuss your ideas in person.
Mormon Station, like all Nevada
State Parks, belongs to all
Nevadans, so we greatly value and
appreciate any input you would
like to provide.

Do you love Nevada history? Do
you have a desire to learn and
share information with others?

Mormon Station is currently
looking for dedicated volunteers

to assist with staffing our
museum! This is an excellent
opportunity to get involved with
Nevada State Parks, and learn the
fascinating history of Nevada’s
first permanent, non-native
settlement. If you are interested
or would like more information,
call (775) 782-2590, or email
mormonstation@parks.nv.gov.

To keep up with all things
Mormon Station, “Like’ and follow
our Facebook page at
Facebook.com/mormonstation.

The more people our Facebook
page is able to reach, the better
we are able to promote the park,
and our upcoming programs and
events. So with that in mind, we
greatly appreciate anyone that
shares the page, and helps
Mormon Station grow and reach
new audiences.

Stay tuned — keep an eye on
the Nevada State Parks website,
parks.nv.gov/parks/mormon-station,
the park’s Facebook page, or the
park’s bulletin board for more
events to be announced!

Please visit us on Facebook! We
try to post cool pictures and
interesting stories as well as
happenings around the park.

News From Mormon Station Park
Mormon Station State Historic Park
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It’s time again for the annual
Genoa Community Garage Sale!
The event will take place on
Saturday, May 19, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Registration fee for the garage
sale is just $10. This fee covers
the yard sign, a balloon and your
address on the map list. 

You can pick up your
registration forms at Gillmor
Coons Real Estate Group at 2288
Main Street in Genoa or online at
the Genoa Community Garage
Sale Facebook Group page under
the Files tab. Registration forms

are due in no later than Monday,
May 14. If you have any questions

please contact Gina at Gillmor
Coons Real Estate Group (775)
782-3434 or by email at
GinaRomero@gillmorcoons.com. 

There are some great websites
out there that can provide
appropriate pricing for garage
sale items. Shoppers can pick up
maps of all garage sale locations
at Gillmor Coons Real Estate
office or at the Genoa Information
Gazebo at the corner of Main and
Nixon on the morning of the
event. Maps will also be available
at www.GenoaNevada.org.

Join us for a wee bit o’ fun! 
On Saturday, March 17th, the

Town of Genoa will host a St.
Patrick’s Day celebration where
the Town will provide corned
beef and cabbage. Guests should
bring an appetizer, salad, side
dish, or dessert to share. There

will be music, merriment and
spirits. Don’t forget the wearin’ of
the green! 

The festivities begin at 6 p.m.
in the Genoa Town Hall.

“Do not resent growing old. Many
are denied the privilege” –Irish
Proverb

Beginning May 19, Genoa Town
Park will be the venue for our
new Farmer’s Market. 

Hosted by Sierra Chef and
owner Cynthia Ferris-Bennett,
the event will be held every
Saturday from 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

Fresh produce, herbs, eggs and
more will sold by certified grow-
ers. You will also find handmade
items for your home and garden,
LuLaRoe leggings, as well as food

items including fresh, local honey
and kettle corn.  

Genoa Community Garage Sale: May 19, 2018

St. Patrick’s Day Pot Luck at Genoa Town Hall

Farmer’s Market comes to Genoa
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By Billie J. Rightmire, 
Genoa Town Historian

PART 2:
It wasn’t long, in

1945, before Hans and
Maria Meyer-Kassel
became very well-
liked and respected in
their new community
of Genoa, Nevada.
Hans was a striking
man standing tall with gleaming
white hair. Maria had a
wonderful, happy personality,
was always smiling and seemed
to enjoy life. She took very good
care of Hans by always cooking
his favorite meals. Each day she

baked fresh butter
cookies as they
were a favorite of
Hans when he took
a kafeclatch from his
painting during the
day. It was said that
Maria’s butter
cookies would melt
in your mouth.
Maria also worked
tirelessly to

promote Hans’s art by arranging
for art exhibits throughout the
area and talking to potential
buyers. Garden parties were a
favorite event with invitations to
buyers and clients wanting a
portrait done by the famous
Professor Hans Meyer-Kassel.

A true story by Billie
Rightmire: During a summer day
in the late 1940’s, when I was
just about 10 years old, I went
fishing with my uncle, Raymond
Walker, down to the first bridge
over the Carson River on Genoa
Lane. The Carson River was slow
moving that day as I dropped my
line in the water. Before long I
felt a huge tug on my pole. “Oh
boy, I’ve got a big one!” I shouted
to my uncle as he came running
to help me. The fish was flip-
flopping out of the water and
made for a wild scene for about
fifteen minutes. I could not
believe it! It took all my strength
and my uncle’s, to help land the
fish on the bank, only to hear my
uncle say, “It’s only a carp.”

Not to be disappointed, I

walked home dragging my fish
since my uncle wouldn’t let me
put it in his truck. I wanted my
mother and grandmother to see
the big fish I caught that day. My
grandmother weighed it in at
eleven pounds. My friend, Anita
Olenslager, Hans and Maria’s
niece, asked me to show the fish
to Hans and Maria. Hans was
almost as excited as I was and
asked to do a sketch. I gave
Professor Meyer-Kassel the fish
because my grandmother did
not want to cook it saying, “carp
fish are way too bony.” Carp was
a meat fish in Germany. Maria
knew exactly how to cook it and
remove the bones. I was happy
the Meyer-Kassels enjoyed
feasting on my fish. Hans later
painted from his sketch the fish
laying on a platter. Every time I
looked at the painting I was sure
my fish was larger and should
have been falling off the platter.
Still, who else can tell a true
“fish story” saying they caught a
fish that became the subject of a
painting on canvas by a world-
famous artist?

NOTE: If you attend any of the
Meyer-Kassel art exhibits held in
the next year, you may get to see
my fish on exhibit! A permanent
memorial will be placed on the
grounds of the Douglas County
Historical’s Genoa Courthouse
Museum. Future events in honor
of Professor Meyer-Kassel and
his art will be published in the
local papers.

Prof. Hans Meyer-Kassel — 1872-1952
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The Centennial Genoa Candy
Dance Statue Project reached an
important milestone in January.
The clay model of Lillian Virgin
Finnegan was delivered to the

Bronzesmith Foundry in Prescott
Valley, Arizona, where the statue
mold will be made. A replica of

the model will be poured in wax,
then sprayed with white pigment,
ready for 3D digital scanning and
the creation of a 7-foot, Styrofoam

cutout. Bronzesmith will then
make any necessary
improvements to the Styrofoam
cutout before transferring it to
Debrine Smedley’s home in
Scottsdale, where she will begin
work on the 7-foot sculpture in
April. 

In addition to the statue,
Debrine is working on a design for
a bronze bas relief plaque
depicting Genoa ladies making
candy to honor all of the
volunteers.

Statue Project committee
members, Marilyn Presti and Gail
Teig, are working with a group of
Genoa residents including Judie
Brierly, Betsy & Randy Falcke, Les
& Jody Kynett and Billie Jean
Rightmire, to plan a Pioneer
Reunion Picnic on Saturday, June
10, in the Genoa Town Park. The
committee is contacting friends
and family of Genoa pioneer
families, including people who
still live in Genoa and those who
may live out of the area, to let
them know about the picnic and
the Statue Project. A scroll for
guests to sign will be provided at
the picnic with names and dates
of family or early Genoa pioneers,
thus providing a visual genealogy
chart of the Town’s heritage.  

Statue Project donor forms are
available at the Genoa Town
Office and The Pink House. For
more information, contact: Gail
Teig (775-790-4231). Email
100thCandyDance@gmail.com or
visit our Facebook page at
Facebook.com/GenoaCandyDance

Honoring Genoa’s Volunteers – Past, present and future:

On the Road with Lillian Virgin Finnegan 

Final refining of Lillian statue’s clay model
at the Bronzesmith Foundry.

Bas relief to be included at the Lillian statue
site. (Work in progress.)
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Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner
On Saturday, December 16, the

Genoa Volunteer Fire
Department (GVFD) hosted a
delicious barbecue dinner to
thank their many volunteers. 

The full house enjoyed a
delicious meal catered by
Carson City BBQ, live music,
entertainment, raffle prizes and
the gratitude of a grateful Genoa
Volunteer Fire Department.

Christmas Caroling and
Tree Lighting

On Friday, December 1, the
Town hosted an annual evening of
Christmas Carols at the Genoa
Community Church. The overflow-
ing crowd enjoyed all of the
traditional favorite songs, with the
talented Lynne Speir tickling the

ivories. At the conclusion, the
crowd moved across the street to
Gillmor Coons Real Estate to wit-
ness the lighting of the Christmas
tree at the corner of Main Street
and Nixon. The Genoa Tree/Hope’s
Colorado Blue Spruce lit the way
for Santa to visit. Yummy cookies
and hot cocoa were provided by

Sierra Chef.

Breakfast with Santa
On Saturday, December 2 the

Genoa Town Hall was the scene of
a fun and festive breakfast with
Santa Claus. Santa’s numerous
helpers decorated, cooked, and
served a delicious pancake break-
fast. Santa Claus spent time with
all of the children, listening to
their Christmas wish lists. A good
time was had by all.

New Year’s Eve
Genoa Town Hall was the venue

for the 2nd Annual Genoa New
Year’s Eve Party. A small but lively
crowd enjoyed a potluck meal, live
music by Tom Miller, spirits and
dancing. Thank you to all who
joined in the fun.

Genoa 
Volunteer 

Fire
Department

and New Years 2017
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We’d like to thank and acknowledge all of our advertisers
for their ongoing support for the Genoa Connection
Newsletter. Please visit these local businesses: 

• Genoa Station Bar and Grill serves delicious, authentic
Mexican food on Tuesday nights. 

• The Genoa Country Store hosts lively Wednesday night
dinners for locals and guests.

• The Dancing Deer offers a large selection of beautiful
pieces of jewelry, many sourced from Native Americans of
the Southwest.

• At the Genoa Bar you can enjoy live music on Friday
evenings along with their famous Bloody Mary. 

• Did you know you can get a great cup of hot coffee, a latte,
or a cappuccino at The Pink House? That’s in addition to
their wide menu selection and charcuterie. 

• Sweet Repeats offers clothing, home décor and gifts along
with a local’s discount. Check out their ad for a coupon. 

• Chicago Mike’s Pizza has won the award for best pizza in
the valley for three years in a row. If you are from the
Chicago area go stick a pin in your neighborhood on Gina’s
huge map of Chicagoland and enjoy a slice of deep dish pie. 

• Genoa’s newest business, Sierra Chef, has yummy baked
goods, and offers cooking classes.  

• Van Sickle Station Ranch is a beautiful, historic ranch
that’s available for retreats and events. 

• Call the tree experts at Joe Benigno’s Tree Service for your
spring tree pruning, maintenance or removal. Joe’s shop on
Highway 395 has handmade wooden furniture, bowls,
candlesticks, etc. 

• David Walley’s Hot Springs offers a $35 Special (per day) on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays for locals’ to use at the pool and
hot springs. They’re open from 7 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Bring I.D.
and a recent utility bill, or other bill, with a Genoa address.

KAREN AND ELAINE’S CORNER

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas
that you can’t see, smell or taste. It is the leading
cause of lung cancer among non-smokers. 

Susan Howe, Program Education Director from
the Nevada Radon Education Program, gave a
presentation at the January Town Board meeting. 

Radon test kits are available for free to Genoa
area residents at the Genoa Town Office, or at the
Extension Office at 1325 Waterloo in Gardnerville. 

Contact Phil, (775) 782-8696 or (775) 782-6610 or
visit the website www.RadonNV.com. 

Susan stated that all homes in Douglas County
should be tested and that if your home has radon,
it can be fixed. Pick up a test today!

Come join the fun at 1862 David Walley’s Hot
Springs Resort for our annual Easter Egg Hunt! 

On Sunday, April 1, we will meet you on the
grass near the restaurant at 10:00 a.m. or Noon —
two age groups: Ages 6 years and under; ages 7 to
12 years. A grand prize winner will be awarded in
each age group for finding the special egg, plus
enjoy a special appearance by the Easter Bunny! 

Please contact us for details: (775) 782-6602. We
are located at 2001 Foothill Road, Genoa, just
south of town. www.1862DavidWalleysResort.com

Simply fill six 32-gallon sized cans (50 lb. max)
and/or bags (35 lb. max) and place them roadside
with your regular pick up. No cans larger than 32
gallon will be accepted. Also acceptable are 1 ft.
by 3 ft. tied bundles. 

We will pick up your extra cans and/or bags on
your regularly scheduled pick up day during the
week of May 21-25. Please! NO appliances, tires,
furniture, TVs, computers or hazardous materials.
For more info call (775) 782-5713.

FREE Radon Test Kits available

Free Easter Egg Hunt
at David Walley’s Hot Springs

Spring Cleanup
with Douglas Disposal, May 21–25

Genoa Information Booth Gazebo
The “Genoa Greeters” welcome your participation

to greet visitors to our wonderful town. The time
commitment is just three hours per month: 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. or 1 to 4 p.m., on your choice of a Saturday
or Sunday, May–October. There will be an hour-long
training session for new greeters. 

Contact Lynne Bowersock if you are interested:
(775) 782-4835 or BillandLynneNV@aol.com
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Nevada Museum of
Art Exhibit

Genoa residents have so very
many reasons to be proud of this
town. Very soon we will get the
opportunity to celebrate one of
Genoa’s most notable residents-
artist Hans Meyer-Kassel. 

Amanda Horn, Director of
Communications for the Nevada
Museum of Art (NMA) in Reno,
gave an energetic presentation of
the life and works of Hans Meyer-
Kassel: Artist of Nevada at the
February Genoa Town Advisory
Board meeting. 

Professor Meyer-Kassel, a
world-famous German born artist,
and his wife Maria (Uncle and
Aunt to Genoa’s own Bill Brooks)
lived right here in Genoa.

Professor Meyer-Kassel fell in love
with the landscape of the
American West, specifically
Genoa, and lived here for many
years. The colorful landscapes he
painted of Genoa and the
surrounding areas are exquisite. 

An exhibit of Meyer-Kassel’s
work will be on display from
February 24–September 2, 2018,
at the Nevada Museum of Art in
Reno. A 204-page publication —
the first major book on Meyer-
Kassel-published by Jack Bacon
and Company in association with
the NMA accompanies the
exhibition. The book contains
more than 100 full color plates. 

The Nevada Museum of Art is
located at 160 West Liberty Street.
They are open Wednesdays
through Sundays. Check the

website for museum hours of
operation, NevadaArt.org

To further honor the legacy of
Meyer-Kassel, the Board of
Directors of Douglas County
Historical Society recently
approved the placement of a
monument in Professor Meyer-
Kassel’s memory outside the
Genoa Courthouse Museum. A
monument dedication will take
place at the museum on Saturday,
May 19, 2018, at 1:00 p.m. All are
invited to attend. 

Lastly, Bill Brooks has
generously offered to allow the
Town of Genoa to feature a
painting of Genoa by his uncle to
grace the annual Candy Dance
poster this year. Much gratitude
to Bill for his contributions to the
exhibit and our town.
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March 7 – Wednesday    Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m.
March 17 – Saturday      St. Patrick’s Day Pot Luck Dinner                                Genoa Town Hall                             6–8 p.m.
April 4 – Wednesday       Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m.
April 27 – Friday             Arbor Day in Genoa                                                         Genoa Town Park                                  Noon
May 2 – Wednesday         Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m.
June 6 – Wednesday       Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m.
June 10 – Sunday           Genoa Concert On The Green                              Genoa Town Park                           5:00 p.m.

April 27 – Friday            GVFD’s Friday Night BBQ (to benefit the GVFD)        GVFD Station 3                               5:30 p.m.
April 28 – Saturday        FOG & GVFD’s Genoa Western Heritage Day       Mormon St. Park/GVFDept.      10 a.m.–10 p.m.
April 29 – Sunday          Cowboy Church & Brunch – Rev. Jolly presiding       Church & GVFD Station 3                   9 a.m.
May 19 – Saturday          Genoa Community Garage Sale                            Genoa Area                              9 a.m.–1 p.m.
May 19 – Saturday          Hans Meyer-Kassel Monument Dedication                      Genoa Museum                              1:00 p.m.
May 19 – Saturday          F&A Mason’s Blood Drive (United Blood Services)          Douglas Lodge #12                10 a.m.–1 p.m.
May 23 – Wednesday      Douglas Disposal’s  Spring Clean-up                          Your house                                      5:00 a.m.
July 4 – Wednesday        Genoa Americana July 4th Celebration            Mormon Station Park           10 a.m.–6 p.m.
July 4 – Wednesday        GVFD July 4th Chicken BBQ                                  GVFD Station 3                      11 a.m.–4 p.m.

Town of Genoa Events and Meetings

Other Events for Genoa Residents and Visitors

GenoaNevada.orgVisit our website!


